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C.P.E. Bach, ‘the serious humorist’
The Sei concerti per il cembalo concertato were the outcome of a period of
intensive work between 1770 and 1772, shortly after Carl Philipp Emanuel arrived
in Hamburg. Introducing one of his most exciting recording ventures, Andreas
Staier explains the incredible diversity in unity of these works ‘whose
arrangement is not linear, but concentric. . . . One has the impression that Bach
wanted to set a series of musical riddles which constantly force the audience to
take a critical distance from its own listening.’ And the result is quite simply
fascinating!

Harpsichord, copy after Hieronymus Albrecht Hass, Hamburg 1734. 
Built by Anthony Sidey and Frédéric Bal, Paris 2004
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CARL PHILIPP EMANUEL BACH [1714-1788]

Concerto no.1 in F major / Fa majeur  / F-dur
· I. Allegro di molto (5'48)
· II. Andante (3'43)
· III. Prestissimo (4'10)

Concerto no.2 in D major / Ré majeur  / D-dur
· I. Allegro di molto (7'50)
· II. Andante (6'11)
· III. Allegretto (8'24)

Concerto no.3 in E flat major / Mi bémol majeur  / Es-dur
· I. Allegro (7'05)
· II. Larghetto (3'35)
· III. Presto (4'03)
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Concerto no.4 in C minor / ut mineur  / c-moll
· I. Allegro assai (3'24)
· II. Poco adagio (2'15)
· III. Tempo di minuetto (2'51)
· IV. Allegro assai (4'27)

Concerto no.5 in G major / Sol majeur  / G-dur
· I. Adagio - Presto (4'58)
· II. Adagio (2'34)
· III. Allegro (5'04)

Concerto no.6 in C major / Ut majeur  / C-dur
· I. Allegro di molto (7'27)
· II. Larghetto (3'55)
· III. Allegro (6'44)
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