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Brahms’s implacable self-criticism was at its height in the domain of chamber
music: he was already forty when he produced this Second String Quartet (of
three) after two decades of rejected attempts, which only makes its formal
perfection and intense lyricism all the more striking. In the case of the Quintet
op.115, it was a meeting with the clarinettist Mühlfeld that inspired him to
emerge from his self-imposed retirement to compose this almost unbearably
nostalgic musical testament, five years before his death.
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String Quartet in A minor, op.51/2
la mineur  / a-Moll
· I. Allegro non troppo (12'22)
· II. Andante moderato (9'00)
· III. Quasi minuetto, moderato - Allegretto vivace (4'48)
· IV. Finale. Allegro non assai (6'28)
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· I. Allegro (13'29)
· II. Adagio (11'19)
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