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Directly based on Joseph Bédier’s modern French adaptation of the legend of
Tristan and Iseult, Le Vin herbé enabled Frank Martin, in the years immediately
after World War II, to achieve the international reputation that his excessive
discretion had denied him until then. The Swiss composer, a subtle intermediary
between French and German cultures, strove to differentiate himself from
Wagner at a time when the latter’s music was being hijacked by the Nazis; but
what is most remarkable in this ever-surprising score is its extraordinary
freshness of invention, free of all dogmatic systems, yet not totally renouncing
serialism, for example.
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