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Having been relegated to a moral space of exclusion and fear in the Middle Ages,
madness subsequently became a major social phenomenon: brought under
control and personified as ‘Folly’ in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, it
provided scope for social and moral criticism, leading composers and librettists
to give it a prominent place on the operatic stage. Here Stéphanie d’Oustrac and
the Amarillis Ensemble present its multiple facets, from seduction to passionate
love, from despair to joy, revealing the underlying truths of humanity in the
Baroque era.
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